CURE 3032
The Politics and Culture of Nationalisms
Rk 3 R HIBUE S

Tuesday 10: 30-13: 15 LSK 302
Instructor: Ka-ming Wu
kamingwu@cuhk.edu.hk
Tutors:
Hiu Yung Chung (Helena): 1155187673@Iink.cuhk.edu.hk
Shui Yee Cheung (Kristen): kristincheungsy@gmail.com

Nationalism today is a major worldwide response to the globalized world, which
witnesses an exponential increase in the movement of capital, labor, commodities,
cultures and ideas, often threatening the established ways of life. This course provides
a broad overview of the theories of and approaches to the study of nationalist thoughts
and practices. It understands nationalism's emergence and its endurance as a major
cultural politics in a globalized world.

Part of the course focuses on a close reading of Benedict Anderson’s work
Imagined Community: Reflections on the spread of Nationalism (Verso: 1983).
Students will explore the various ways nationalism has been linked to the history of
colonialism, slavery trade, anti-colonial struggles and economic/political
modernization. The last part of the course explores the ways various national
consciousness is closely related ethnic and identity politics, gender and sexuality
construction, state building, popular cultural and literary production. Tutorial projects
of the course examine recent debates of nationalism with reference to experiences in
societies in the context of post-colonial and post-industrial contexts.
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Learning Outcomes:
Upon completion of this course, student will be able to

1. understand major theories of modern nationalism

2. enhance critical and analytical thinking on contemporary topics of national
politics, conflicts, tradition and identities.

3. Possess theoretical and case study tools to examine contemporary ethnic and
identity related conflicts.

Learning Themes:

Imagined Communities
Cultural Nationalism

Ethnic Nationalism

Civic Nationalism

State Nationalism

Populist Nationalism
Nationalism in everyday life



Assessment Method

Class Participation | Attend class meeting and participate in class discussion | 10%

And paper Project consultation and weekly topic discussion

consultation

Tutorial Students will form groups to present major ideas 35%
Presentation according to a topic they choose.

Mid-term Quiz A simple mid term quiz on Anderson’s book. 20%
Final Paper The final individual paper is a summary, discussion and | 35%

reflection of your group project. Explain the case’s
controversy and histories. Discuss whether existing
theories of nationalism develop and apply. Share your
reflection.

Week 1: Introduction Jan 9
Hobsbawm, E.J. and Kertzer, D.J., 1992. Ethnicity and nationalism in Europe today.
Anthropology today, 8(1), pp.3-8.

Week 2: Modernization or The Invention of Tradition: Gellner and Hobsbawm
Jan 16

*Ernest Gellner. 1983. Chapter 3 and 4 in Nations and Nationalism. Itathaca: Cornell
University Press.

Eric Hobsbawm and Terence Ranger. 1983. Chapter 1 and 2 in The Invention of
Tradition, edited by. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Week 3: Imagined Community by Benedict Anderson Jan 23
*Anderson, Benedict. 1994. Chapter 1 in Imagined Communities: Reflections on the
Origin and Spread of Nationalism. London: Verso.

Team building and preliminary discussion on potential project topic
Teaching assistants provide topic selections

Week 4: Jan 30
The spread of Nationalism and Print Culture: theory by Benedict Anderson
*Anderson, Benedict. 1994. Chapter 2 and 3

1 Team meeting/Movie




Week 5. Feb 6
Chapter 4, 5 in Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of
Nationalism. London: Verso.

2 Team meeting/Movie

Week 6 Feb 13 Chinese New Year

Week 7 Feb 20
Chapter 6 and 7 Anderson

3 Team meeting /Preliminary Project Presentation

Week 8. Feb 27 Cultural Nationalism
Kristin, Surak. 2012. Chapter 4. Making Tea, Making Japan: Cultural Nationalism in
Practice. Stanford University Press.

Chapter 10 Anderson

Preliminary Project Presentation (10% of the 35%)

Week 9. March 5
Reading Week No Class

Week 10 Nationalism and Popular Culture March 12

Kelvin Carrico. 2016. "Producing Purity: An Ethnographic Studies of A

Neotraditionalist Ladies Academy in China."”

The Great Han.

Project and Paper Consultation

Week 11. March 19
Nationalism, Gender and Mega events

Ka-ming Wu. 2018. "Elegant and Militarized: Ceremonial VVolunteers and the Making

of New Woman Citizens"" Journal of Asian Studies.
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Tomlinson, Alan and Christopher Young. 2006. National Identity and Global Sports
Events: Culture, Politics, and Spectacle in the Olympics and the Football World Cup.
Chapter to be decided.

Conclusion/Project Consultation and Final paper discussion

Week 12 Quiz March 26

Week 13 April 2
Guest Lecture

Week 14 April 9
Student Project Presentation

Week 15 April 16
Student Project Presentation

Potential Questions in your final papers

Using a case study, your final paper might ask the following questions.

How are nationalist belonging, identities, and conflicts constructed, invented and
practiced in reality?

How is your case of nationalism related to the construction of gender, race, class and
religious (historical) differences?

What are the ordinary (daily) or major (mega) events that organize people’s or
communities’ nationalist sentiments? Think of sport games, big catastrophe and
popular culture as examples.

What kind of news/film/literary representations create nationalist consciousness, and
understand ethnic conflicts, and construct the nationalist self and others?

How is state-sponsored education curriculum construct nationalist ideas and
identities?



