The Chinese University of Hong Kong
Department of Cultural and Religious Studies
1st Semester, 2022-23

CULS 5223 Animals and Society

Lecturer: Chan Yin Ha
Email: chanyh@cuhk.edu.hk
Timetable: Friday / 6:45 - 9:30pm
Venue: CKB UG05

Objectives:
This course begins with asking the following questions about humans and animals/nature:

How does modern life shape our relations with nonhuman animals?
How does the postmodern media construct our ecological imaginary?
How does the wildlife respond to human influences?

The above questions will be discussed in the following three areas:

A. Zootopia in Distress

- Animals in the city (Lecture A1-Ab)
B. Jurassic World in Process

- Media representations of animals (Lecture B1-B4)
C. Madagascar in Crisis

- Wildlife endangerment (Lecture C1-C4)

Area A lays down a cultural studies theoretical framework to understand human-animal
relations in modern lives. Facets of urban life, such as pet nurturing, stray animals managing,
factory farming, and animal gendering will be discussed.

Area B discusses representations of animals in animation, cinema and literature. Focuses will
be on how animals are represented and how these representations shape the human
understanding of animals in various dimensions.

Area C reviews the human impact on wildlife. Issues of zoo, tourism, ocean exploration, etc.
will be foregrounded.

Learning Outcomes:

Upon completion of the course, students are expected to be able to:

Identify the key issues of human-animal relations;

2. Explain the concern for non-human animals in cultural studies perspectives;

3. Understand the approaches in studying cultures, animals and the environment;

4. Critically review the intertwining relationship of humans and animals in modern life.

=

Medium of Instruction:

Chinese supplemented with English (reading materials both in English and Chinese)



Teaching / learning activities:

Lectures, tutorials, and presentations and discussion.

Assessment:

1. Lecture and Tutorial Participation (20%)
Students are expected to actively participate in lectures and tutorials. Performances
will be counted as a part of participation grade.

2. Tutorial Presentation and Discussion (20%)
Students will be divided into groups in tutorials for presentation and discussion on
issues discussed in lectures. Tutorial will start in the week 4 or 5, depending on the
number of groups formed. The presentation should be around 25 minutes, following
by a 20 minutes “Question & Answer” section led by the presenters.

3. Final Paper (60%) of 3000-4000 words (Due Date: 10 Dec 2022)

Final paper shall be submitted after the end of the course. Students should decide on a

topic they are interested in doing in-depth studies to examine issues or phenomena

related to the course. The following are assessment guidelines:

(1) The term paper should demonstrate your understanding of the concern for non-
human animals with cultural studies perspectives.

(2) You are expected to critically examine an issue/a topic concerning human-animal
relations with the theories or concepts you learn in this course.

(3) Structure and style of writing
You are expected to submit a well-structured academic paper. Use MLA in-text
citation style with “Work Cited” at the end of your paper. Submit your paper with
veriguide report to Blackboard.



Area A Zootopia in Distress - Animals in the city

Week 1
Al. Introduction: The human and non-human connections
- Broadening the human(e) mindset

Reading:

(1) Castricano, Jodey. “Introduction: Animal Subjects in a Posthuman World.” Animal
Subjects: An Ethical Reader in a Posthuman World, ed. by Jodey Castricano, Wilfrid
Laurier University Press, 2008. pp, 1-32.

(2) EFHH - RELEE, AR (AREEZARZNRHE) | (EZRR) @&
YRR, BEIEFEIL, 2021, H9-39.

Extended Reading:
(3) Franklin, Adrian. “Good to Think With: Theories of Human-Animal Relations in

Modernity;” Animals and Modern Cultures: A Sociology of Human-Animal Relations in
Modernity, SAGE Publications, 1999, pp. 15-37.

@) THE (BNETEMR) Fthz:E (AERET) | F2+% (AENFEA
) MMk, 1997,

Tutorial: Jane Goodall and Her Chimps (60 Minutes, 13 mins) (Screening and discussion)

Week 2
A2. How does animals become pets in modern society?
- Nurturing the non-human children

Reading:
(1) DeMello, Margo. “The Pet Animal.” Animals and Society: An Introduction to Human-
Animal Studies, Columbia University Press, 2012, pp. 146-69.

Q@ '#=Z: (AFFVE]  BEABRA) . (HHEE ? —HT . BYRXE)
$ERK, 20174, EH93-136,

Extended Reading;:
@) A& . BE . GHlLDER) . (HER  JEEHER) . BELZE FUHIR,
2022,

(4) Franklin, Adrian. “Pets and Modern Culture.” Animals and Modern Cultures: A
Sociology of Human-Animal Relations in Modernity, SAGE Publications, 1999, pp. 85-
104.

Tutorial: All Creatures Great and Small (Screening and discussion)
https:/ /www.111vdo.com/vod-play-id-304104-sid-3-pid-1.html

Week 3
A3. Protection or control?
- Urbanising the “stray” species

Reading:
(1) EF5h. SE 0 (EBHEECNEMEE | AR=BET ARBYBRIRNEEE) .


https://www.111vdo.com/vod-play-id-304104-sid-3-pid-1.html

CGhIBRFER) 67H, 2017, E1-32,

(2) DeMello, Margo. “Animals in the Wild and Human Societies;” “Violence to Animals.”
Animals and Society: An Introduction to Human-Animal Studies. Columbia University
Press, 2012, pp. 63-83; 236-55.

Extended Reading:
(3) Creed, Barbara. “Stray Thoughts.” Stray: Human-Animal Ethics in the Anthropocene.
Power Publications, 2018, pp. 16-18.

(4) ZR+—K, FEEA#EEZ. (NERK BEREENE ) | (FWXENHE
RE) | GIEUEmRE) . (EW#EER)  =BihiRtt, 20134, F95-122,

Tutorial: FI4535E 3 T 0 =4t B E)Y) R 15 BLKUE K856

Week 4
A4. Can we eat meat with ethics?
- Industrialising the nature

Reading:

(1) Singer, Peter. “Down on the Factory Farm.” Animal Liberation, Ecco, 2002, pp. 95-158.
(¥iE  E=F (IREURGHEREBER) . (HBKRD)  mFEHR. 8KkEE
BE4ariE, 19964, H183-281, ) *

(2 %E: CKERE) . (BFER) . (28 KORTHEMR) , SEEH,
2020, = 221-99, *

Extended Reading;:
(3) Paarlberg, Robert. “ Agriculture, the Environment, and Farm Animals.” Food Politics:
What Everyone Needs to Know? Oxford University Press, 2010, pp.110-126.

(4) EFRE . (BKEBEEFYE  F¥AAKLRE) . (HMEMEE 7 —Hm - SHEE) |
ERk 2017 %, H 175-205,

(5) Damron, W. Stephen. “29. Animals in Sustainable Agriculture.” Introduction to
Animal Science: Global, Biological, Social, and Industry Perspective, 6th ed. Pearson,
2018.

* Tutorial: Bring 1 comment and 1 question about articles (1) & (2) for tutorial discussion.

Week 5
A5. The feminine and the masculine
- Gendering animals

Reading:

(1) k= : (B8 EREMA IR LSRR TLMN) o (ERPEELE
W3y . E30HF, 2017, H 1-66,

(2) Kohlstedt, Sally Gregory. “Nature by Design: Masculinity and Animal Display in

Nineteenth-Century America.” Figuring it Out: Science, Gender, and Visual Culture,
ed. by Ann B. Shteir and Bernard Lightman, University Press of New England,

2006, pp. 110-139. *



Extended Reading;:

B BERE (EXFE. FEER? - -U=EHENNEREARER. FRM
%) . (BEMEHRFN) 651 2007, He67-116,

4) BigE, AR FLE (STPHEERETARERBREKIRE | MHAIF
ANEREMAENREE) . (AHERIEY HERY 7 | ABEREYMZENER
)  EEXk, 20124, H 188-213,

* Tutorial: Short presentation and group discussion on article (2).

-

i
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Area B Jurassic World in Process - Media representations of animals

Week 6
B1. The cute and the monstrous
- Animating animals

Reading:
(1) ®=EL: (FHER) . (IVUHNERRR—EOERIOTZERARME) B
R, KIBEM, 20124, H66-74,

(2) Baudrillard, Jean. “The Precession of Simulacra.” Simulacra and Simulation,
translated by. Sheila Faria Glaser, University of Michigan Press, 1994, pp. 1-42. (%5
Mo (BPNTEAEAER) o (BOYEEHR) | HRE R, 1998F, '
13-39, ) *

Extended Reading;:

(3) Billig, Michael. “Sod Baudrillard! Or Ideology Critique in Disney World.” After
Postmodernism: Reconstructing Ideology Critique, ed. by Herbert W. Simons and
Michael Billig, SAGE Publications, 1994, pp. 150-71.

* Tutorial: Short presentation and group discussion on article (2).

Week 7
B2. Godzilla, Kong, or the monsters in us?
- Filming animals

Reading:

(1) Berger, John. “Why Look at Animals?” Why Look at Animals? Penguin Books, 2009,
pp-12-37. ({8#% : (BEAHEEKEY 7) . (FHRHNEE)  2EEE £H, 2017
F. )

(2) Taylor, Anne. “Animal Approximations: Depicting Cryptic Species.” Engaging with
animals: Interpretations of a shared existence, ed. by Georgette Leah Burns and Mandy
Paterson, Sydney University Press, 2014, pp. 131-48. ILLiad

Extended Reading:
(3) Mulvey, Laura. “Visual Pleasure and Narrative Cinema.” Visual and Other Pleasures
(Language, Discourse, Society), 2nd ed. Macmillan, 2009, pp. 14-27.

Tutorial: Screening and discussion



Week 8
B3. Can we light light by depicting darkness?
- Writing animals 1

Reading:

1) Efm - (R . (EREERIREE)  GFE. WERE 78 2018F,
B41-52,

() mEEzk: () (BEESI) |, B, 2012%F, H80-95, *

Extended Reading;:

Q) ERE | (REMNABE—ERmEN (RE) ) . (UFMARE—I12 ZALFY
BIRA A BHRR) . REISCL, 20184, H162-181,

(@) BRE MEE: (58 . (ZREERNREER) 8 2018%F, HIL-32,

* Tutorial: Short presentation and group discussion on article (2).

Week 9
B4: Can we develop empathy between humans and animals?
- Writing animals 11

Reading:
1) &=&E: (BBRIMEERT) . (EFEEEZH) IR, BEEE KB, 2014
£, BH149-69,

(2) Walker, Alice, “Am I blue?” Selected Writings 1973-1987, Harcourt Brace
Jovanovich, 1989, pp. 3-8. *

Extended Reading:

B) ®mxRE: (FHFRRRELZ—a&E (Bl B . (UEHtk-
—12 2 NREWBIRNEREHR) . BB, 2018 &, H210-225,

(4) Matecki, W. P. et al. “Narrating Human and Animal Oppression: Strategic Empathy

and Intersectionalism in Alice Walker’s “Am I Blue?"” ISLE: Interdisciplinary Studies in
Literature and Environment, vol. 27, no. 2, 2020, pp. 365-384.,

* Tutorial: Short presentation and group discussion on article (2).

Area C Madagascar in Crisis - What happens with the wildlife?

Week 10

C1. What do we see when we look at zoo animals?
- Imprisoning animals

Reading:
(1) DeMello, Margo. “Display, Performance, and Sport.” Animals and Society: An
Introduction to Human-Animal Studies. Columbia University Press, 2012, pp. 99-125.

(2 HZRE  F—=Z (REIVE  FYWEDPHESR) . (H4MTE 7 —HT . S
XE) | FEMK, 2017, H 23-45, ¢



Extended Reading:
() @l . (HYE  BERFJMARKBANZERE) . (BICRZKE  ANEYEF
HIBERSE) . ENRXTF, 2019%, HI117-145,

* Tutorial: Short presentation and group discussion on article (2).

Week 11
C2. How can we travel in jungles with respect?
- Touring the inhuman journey

Reading:
(1) Fennell, David A. “Wildlife Viewing.” Tourism and Animal Ethics. Routledge, 2012,
pp. 187-214.

(2) McCance, Dawne. “Animal Rights in the Wild.” Critical Animal Studies: An
Introduction. University of New York, 2013, pp. 31-43. *

Extended Reading:

(3) Haskell, David George. “January: Partnerships, Kepler’s Gift, The Experiment,
Winter Plants.” The Forest Unseen: A Year’s Watch in Nature. Viking, 2012.

* Tutorial: Short presentation and group discussion on article (2).

Week 12
C3. Can we fish with spirituality?
- Drying up the oceans

Reading:

1) Bk : (F—%: BEMKAH , (FTTE BzABNEFH . (BZ+
= Tﬁﬂ o (HHFEF  —MEFRBEMAEXHE) | REHE, ?jdf"iﬁ
hk, 2014, UL ; CB465 .R6312 2014

Q) ZAT—MK. FRERMERE  (EE E&tﬂﬁﬁ@%ﬂﬁﬁf )« (REESE  RE
EENEE) . (RREaZR  BFERKH) - (BYHEER)  =ZHEE,
20134, E58-88,

Extended Reading:

(3) Bryld, Mette and Nina Lykke. “Rocket State and Dolphin State.” Cosmodolphines:
Feminist Cultural Studies of Technology, Animals and the Sacred, Zed Books, 1999.
(175)

Tutorial: Documentary viewing and discussion (Seaspiracy 89mins)

Week 13
C4. Conclusion: How to embrace lives by revisiting cultures?

Reading:

(1) Caras, Roger A. “The Other Scenario.” A Perfect Harmony: The Intertwining Lives of
Animals and Humans Throughout History, NotaBel, 2002, pp. 23-43. (R#uHiZ : (3
—REEE) . (ERHTRE: BMEANRBME)  REERE  FRVEFT ATX
1k, 1998 - ) UL ; QL85 .C3712 1998



(2) =8 - EEREZE, MiERE (B/A\ZE AThLAEE) (KMESWEVEERE) |
Bo]E=E Xk, 2021, H305-28,
Extended Reading:
() BRIy - EFAZE, MEEHE X (ESHENESHE) , (ExRX) , #HL
ke, BoI=Z=# X, 2021, H315-27,
Tutorial: Review and look ahead
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Honesty in Academic Work: A Guide for Students and Teachers

The Chinese University of Hong Kong places very high importance on honesty in academic
work submitted by students, and adopts a policy of zero tolerance on cheating and plagiarism.
Any related offence will lead to disciplinary action including termination of studies at the
University. All student assignments in undergraduate and postgraduate programmes should
be submitted via VeriGuide with effect from September 2008:

https:/ /veriguide2.cse.cuhk.edu.hk/cuhk/

Although cases of cheating or plagiarism are rare at the University, everyone should make
himself/herself familiar with the content of this website and thereby help avoid any practice
that would not be acceptable.

Section 1 What is plagiarism
http:/ /www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy /academichonesty /p01.htm

Section 2 Proper use of source material
http:/ /www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty / p02.htm

Section 3 Citation styles
http:/ /www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty / p03.htm

Section 4 Plagiarism and copyright violation
http:/ /www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/ p04.htm

Section 5 CUHK regulations on honesty in academic work
http:/ /www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy /academichonesty / p05.htm

Section 6 CUHK disciplinary guidelines and procedures
http:/ /www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty / p06.htm

Section 7 Guide for teachers and departments
http:/ /www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty / p07.htm

Section 8 Recommended material to be included in course outlines
http:/ /www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty / p08.htm

Section 9 Electronic submission of assignments via VeriGuide
http:/ /www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy /academichonesty /p09.htm

Section 10 Declaration to be included in assignments
http:/ /www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy /academichonesty /p10.htm


https://veriguide2.cse.cuhk.edu.hk/cuhk/
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p01.htm
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p02.htm
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p03.htm
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p04.htm
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p05.htm
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p06.htm
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p07.htm
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p08.htm
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p09.htm
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p09.htm

Grade Descriptors

1

Outstanding performance on all learning outcomes.

Generally outstanding performance on all (or almost all) learning outcomes.
Substantial performance on all learning outcomes, OR high performance on some
learning outcomes which compensates for less satisfactory performance on others,
resulting in overall substantial performance.

Satisfactory performance on the majority of learning outcomes, possibly with a few
weaknesses.

Barely satisfactory performance on a number of learning outcomes

Unsatisfactory performance on a number of learning outcomes, OR failure to meet
specified assessment requirements.



