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Course Code: BUDS5001
Title in English: Pure Land Buddhism
Title in Chinese: j£ 3 2 #

Course description:

The course explores the history, doctrines, thoughts, and literature of Pure Land Buddhism in
China. It includes the historical development of the Pure Land tradition in medieval China with an
analysis of major figures and their interactions with Chinese cultural tradition. Readings will
include both the primary and secondary sources.
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Learning outcomes:

Knowledge Outcomes

Upon completing this module successfully, students should be able to

(1) demonstrate an in-depth understanding of the historical development, doctrines and
practices of Chan/Zen school of Buddhism in China

(2) engage in a critical analysis of Chan/Zen Buddhism by the methods of the humanities and
social sciences

Skill Outcomes

Upon completing this module successfully, students should be able to

(1) develop their analytical and problem solving ability, critical intelligence and appreciative
thinking as well as key research skills and to prepare for advanced studies in religion.

(2) develop their social and interpersonal skills and ability to work collaboratively in a team.

Attitude Outcomes

Upon completing this module successfully, students should be able to

(1) recognize the contested and provisional nature of knowledge and understanding.
(2) develop tolerance of diverse positions and have respect for other’s view

3) develop sensitivity to ultimate concern and religious dimension of human life

Course syllabus

Topic Contents/ fundamental
concepts

Lecture 1***(2024/01/10) This lecture presents a broad
overview of Pure Land

1. Introduction and Overview teaching of Buddhism and

1. FARERITR® WP introduces the approach of this

course as well as the aim.
2. Introduction to Amitabha Pure Land
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Required readings:
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2. k- F 1 (F 2R ?5«5‘5‘”5 St (EZ
LEHE (Z) ) (RAEBERFIET 67) -
MDA RV ARAL 1978 E 20 5 F 1~44 -
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5 128 o pen
http://buddhism.lib.ntu.edu.tw/BDLM/sutra/chi_pdf/su
tra6/T12n0360.pdf -
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AR ARAE S 1991 &£ Z R 0 % - F
O~15~%w F » | 27~34-

5. Fﬂiﬁ?']fg’ <%mgfu-;i_ ZE) o (EizEErg
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TE) % 128 o fn
http://buddhism.lib.ntu.edu.tw/BDLM/sutra/chi_pdf/su
tra6/T12n0365.pdf -

7. B (P RWAPFErREIErOEE)
Bl http://www.towisdom.org.tw/05-sup/college-
theses/2013/07.pdf » + % p # : 07/07/2020 -
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Lecture 2***(2024/01/17) This lecture will target the
source of all Pure Land

2. Introduction to amitabha Pure Land(continue) scripture, and introduce the

P F i G 3 EEL(ED) basic and core thought of the

three principal texts of the

Required readings: Pure Land tradition.
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Lecture 3***2024/01/24

Lotus Sect’s Thirteen Patriarchs
Tz -Ltz=4e

Required readings:
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Recommended readings:

1. Charles B. Jones, trans., The Process of Establishing
and Justifying the Thirteen Patriarchs of the Lotus
School, Pacific World, pp.129~147.

2. fewgkad o (FEAFLY RED K)
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This lecture will introduce the
“patriarchal masters” (ztishi tH

E) of China’s Lotus School

were recognized posthumously
by those who came later, and
by 1940 a common list of
thirteen was established.
However, before this list of
thirteen patriarchs was
established, several views had
already been set forth schemes
for establishing a list of
patriarchs from the Song
dynasty onwards. In what
follows, this lecture will try to
address two topics: the process
by which successive lists of
patriarchs were set up, and the
questions that they
engendered.
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Lecture 4***2024/01/31

The Observing Emptiness of Tanluan
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Required reading:
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This lecture will study the
“Continuity of ten recitations”
and “Rebirth but Non-rebirth”
trying to explore how Tanluan

(476-542) applied
kongguan to develop Pure
Land teaching.
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Lecture 5 **%2024/02/07

Daochuo and Shandio's Concept of Repentance

R )

Required reading:

1.
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This lecture will study
Daochuo and Shandao's
concept of repentance. As we
know, preachers of Pure Land
school, Daochuo (562-645)
was the first to integrate
repentance into his concept
and establish the Pure Land
school. His disciple, Shandao
(613-681?), was deeply
affected by his thinking. He
proposed annihilation, which
in Buddhism, usually refers to
the cessation of afflictions;
verbal chanting of the name of
Amitabha Buddha; and
practice methods of the
samadhi of reciting the
Buddha’s name including

"composing the mind", "intent
contemplation", "perfect
absorption." And repentance
has close relationship to
meditation and verbal chanting
of the name of Amitabha
Buddha. In their mind,
repentance is an essential part
of meditation.
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Lecture 6%**2024/02/21

Buddha-chanting and Shandio's Ten Recitations’
Teaching
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Required reading:

Lomblgg: (TEE® 2B T8, x2) o
SHTEROK /B LR EG NP 52009 &
91 5 F 145~177 -
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S Ak it dRAL > 1978 & 12 2 0 FO231—
289 o
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99 -

4. L¥E I (rBEEPHL-_pEFELLIHF) (=
TE) B 4TR -

5 F¥ (LAAHEE) > (ARE) ¥4ATR -

6. L H: (BAMFREAAIZHKHLET) > (=
L) ¥ 4TP o

7. FHE (g2 EFRtgm) o (L FE) F 37
P

8. g"{ : < <<PF’/_\‘+>> :\.s'é”/——vmﬁgﬂ> ’ <<.%’I°;f§-
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Lecture 7*¥**2024/02/28

Seminar with Visiting professor
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Lunar New Year Holiday

This lecture will mainly
discuss Shandao’s
connotations to the practice of
Buddha-chanting and Ten
Recitations. The connotation
of Buddha-chanting has
comparable concept to having
firm, unscattered mind of faith
or concentration. Both have
the concept of reciting the
name of Amitabha Buddha and
remembering the virtues of
Amitabha Buddha.

Professor Ji-Yun of the
Singapore Buddhist Institute
was invited to discuss
Chinese Buddhism and the
Canons of the Amitabha Pure
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Lecture 8*** 2024/03/06

The Perfect Penetration of the Ear by Directing the
Hearing Inward to Listen to His Own Nature and The
Perfect Penetration Through Mindfulness of The
Buddha (1)

B g 4 W ()

Required readings:

1. mel4g: (%23
) MR R
244-259 -

2. m@ﬁi<<*%i§§£@ﬁﬁi>¢pé
g e K AL
BEAE /B g LG TP
B 179~208 -

CRELE L et s
< i ADRAL > 2017 £ 60 0 T

Recommended readings:

1. Charles B. Jones, Treatise Resolving Doubts About the
Pure Land (Jingtu jueyi lun /& 3 ;5% %) By Master
Yinguang 7k (1861 - 1947) Translated by Charles

B. Jones, Journal of the Institute of Buddhist Studies,
Third Series, Number 14, Fall 2012. Pp.27~61.

2. F B (PEERIALAPRNETELY)
<;i@ ) % 16d o

3. el (<RI EFELARNG R EE)
http://book.bfnn.org/books2/1967.htm -

4, M4 (FE@Eg ——Ff kg1 peit) » &
LI A2 2P 5200250 0 (FwR ik
e i) o F 170~220 -

Lecture 9*** 2024/03/13

e hh

The Perfect Penetration of the Ear by Directing the
Hearing Inward to Listen to His Own Nature and The
Perfect Penetration Through Mindfulness of The
Buddha( II )

AR & & # ()

Required reading:

Lo mals: ((PREBFILGMLIT) 2- 0L
& DML AN A m\‘zﬁ$> ¥ R
FHEE iye THE ko ke LHET

2016 # 8 * 20~23 p o

Recommended readings:
1. F®Wg;s (#E3 KI

B2 HIEED
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Land Buddhism with the
students.

The aim of this lecture is to
explore the perfect penetration
of the ear by directing the
hearing inward to listen to his
own nature in Avalokitesvara
(i 5 3% )was the most
special among the 25 kinds of
perfect penetration in The
Siramgama-siitra (Shou
lengyan jing E 15 Ez4%). Other
than that, it has also being paid
special regard to the perfect
penetration through
mindfulness of the Buddha by
Great Strength Attained
Bodhisattva( A E4 2 7).

This lecture aims to review the
concepts of "continuous pure
mindfulness to obtain
samadhi"CF&FH4E) and

"entered the flow through
hearing and forgot objective
states"(AUfit T_FIT) to examine
the practice method of
Nianfo(;& (7).

The aim of this lecture is to
explore the perfect penetration
of the ear by directing the
hearing inward to listen to his
own nature in Avalokitesvara
(i 5 357% )was the most
special among the 25 kinds of
perfect penetration in The
Siramgama-siitra (Shou
lengyan jing E15Ez4%). Other
than that, it has also being paid
special regard to the perfect
penetration through
mindfulness of the Buddha by
Great Strength Attained
Bodhisattva( A #4 2 E ).
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Lecture 10*** 2024/03/20

The Perfect Penetration of the Ear by Directing the
Hearing Inward to Listen to His Own Nature and The
Perfect Penetration Through Mindfulness of The
Buddha( 1)

R & 4 # (1D

Required reading:

. Pkl (F2 (PRESRILATNLTRE) #
FRLELEGE) o ($40 2 H) F 43 3
(2013 # 12 % ) » F 165-210 -

Recommended readings:

L &M ((FETEFgkyg) T2R[AZ, 287
) o EA A BEY W Ry L%
1996 & > B 226~246

2. MElsg D (A AA A ES B2 A SR B
Fr (BELEFILAPRNE My ) ML if
By R o R B A
(2018 & Z < (P A P R BHFTBZTL) > B
et ke CEELF 52019 F 5% 5 FO140-
165 -

3. Malsg: (FREpFglzips, gl in-
“fy AR HAg) o (S 0 —— T

R L B REE) o S T iEg RS
7 02017# 6%+ F 65~118 ¢
4. mEl4 (2 (BPESPIALARARNE R ) 2

AWEREKHLE) o (MFL ) ¥ 10 %
(2012 # 12 * ) v B 91-122 -

50 FR&: (Fwm(Bky) ARFEZEM P4
ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁip;>’< %P”>“2ﬁ.§
361~401 -
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This lecture aims to review the
concepts of "continuous pure
mindfulness to obtain
samadhi"(;F2fH4) and

"entered the flow through
hearing and forgot objective
states"(Afit TFT) to examine
the practice method of
Nianfo(72 ().

The aim of this lecture is to
explore the perfect penetration
of the ear by directing the
hearing inward to listen to his
own nature in Avalokitesvara
(i 5 7% )was the most
special among the 25 kinds of
perfect penetration in The
Siramgama-siitra (Shou
lengyan jing E 15 Ez4%). Other
than that, it has also being paid
special regard to the perfect
penetration through
mindfulness of the Buddha by
Great Strength Attained
Bodhisattva( A E4 2 7).
This lecture aims to review the
concepts of "continuous pure
mindfulness to obtain
samadhi"CF&FH4¢) and
"entered the flow through
hearing and forgot objective
states"(AUfit L_FIT) to examine
the practice method of

Nianfo(7:5 ).
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Lecture 11*%*2024/03/27

Differences and Similarities between Chan and Pure
Land( 1)
AAEBFNRE(L)

Required readings:

1.

malsg s (ALPT2 PERES | Ba 7oy
By (R FEE ) o S0 ETY B
A F 5 2017& 4% > F 35~58 ¢

Molgg r (TR E S T hott ) eiE
EA-RLE) > (BESHFEEFIHR) 0 S&

2

Fre AR P 2017 # 47 5 F 59~94 -

Recommended readings:

1.

BT (P RESELEL) AR P AR
B diRi > 2007 £ 307 5 ($Z R KAEE PE
%) » F 72~100 -

Mg E D (P REIRELL) 0w R LS
AR 52000 £ 107 > (F 2R OF & %
Y 0 F 417~442 -
m@ﬁr<ﬁ%<%ﬁiu£%@%w>i@@ﬁ

T

Rl

|
B

4 ¥Ry (3&;&{3%&%% Bn) o SR w
AP 52017 & 4% > F 17~34 -
Bwg s (GEEE-IR) o St A RE S

71997 & 117 » ( %52 F MELE- 2+ %)
Charles B. Jones, Self-Power and Other-Power in
Chinese Pure Land Buddhism, Chinese Pure Land
Buddhism: Understanding a Tradition of Practice,
Honolulu: University of Hawai’i Press, 2019. Pp.61-
84.

Kenneth K. Tanaka, Where is the Pure Land?
Controversy in Chinese Buddhism on the Nature of
Pure Land,
https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/07cd/b7ed64f10b6908
68dce4495e53382271b040.pdf, 12 Dce. 2019.

Lecture 12*** 2024/04/03

Differences and Similarities between Chan and Pure
Land( 1)
AAEBFNRE (D)

Required reading:

1.

Moalsn o (RChARER TR ) 2 frAe s B s
i) o (RIER LAY o oA AT @
@ 52017 & 4% > F95~126 ¢

The aim of this lecture is to
explore the practice of Chan
and Pure Land, which can
complement each other to
achieve the effectiveness of
the practice.

The way to explain “chanting
of the name of Amitabha
Buddha” to aid Chan practice,
and what kind of method
would have been used Chan
practice to contain Pure Land
thought were closely related to
the precedence of Chan
practice.

The aim of this lecture is to
explore the practice of Chan
and Pure Land, which can
complement each other to
achieve the effectiveness of
the practice.

The way to explain “chanting
of the name of Amitabha
Buddha” to aid Chan practice,
and what kind of method
would have been used Chan
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Recommended readings:

1.

Daniel B. Stevenson, Pure Land Buddhist Worship and

Meditation in China, Buddhism in Practice, Princeton :

Princeton University Pres, 1995, pp.359~379.

Charles B. Jones, Mentally Constructing What Already

Exists: The Pure Land Thought of Chan Master Jixing

Chewu *% pZ jix & (1741-1810), Journal of the

International Association of Buddhist Studies, Volume

23,Number 1,2000, pp.43~70.

Mokl 4t (AlE rﬂ"f'}ii A % mE)
(AT EFm7) (E%+8) % 2% -2012& 5
5 B 196-206 o

Fe o (AR EE) o (FPFT) % 4
L% 44 (2011 & 372 ) » F 81-204 -

Lecture 13***2024/04/10

Differences and Similarities between Chan and Pure
Land( 1)
ALE S eh P e (1)

Required reading:

1.

Molde @ (Fp2im T EEE | a2z HiE
) oo (EEPL ? ——FREFOEEL EEW
Y o SA i VAR P 52017 & 60 5 5
Al R R P 52017 £ 6 % 0 F
225~274 o

Recommended readings:

1.
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TEEAE, s Ern f TERAE ) Y ) o (E
AL ? ——FEEFEELESNE) 0 2
Ao Ee kP 52017 # 6 % > |
119~172

Melsg: (FREFEFOLE 224 T A
M oaafl) o (GEERE ? ——F B g
LEEME) o s EE LIRS P 2017
£67 0 F 173~224 ¢

Bk (PRELEL —— 62 T 9

) oA AR AR INRAE 1995 & 12 7 o
(52 F T2 EASE AR IAL) » 5- &
2§ & F 113~152 ¢

B8 (BAREE2Z P —— T an
ff’r%é’ﬂ  (FERAT) % - 1R (2016 £ 1
1) s F 279~326 -

practice to contain Pure Land
thought were closely related to
the precedence of Chan
practice.

The aim of this lecture is to
explore the practice of Chan
and Pure Land, which can
complement each other to
achieve the effectiveness of
the practice.

The way to explain “chanting
of the name of Amitabha
Buddha” to aid Chan practice,
and what kind of method
would have been used Chan
practice to contain Pure Land
thought were closely related to
the precedence of Chan
practice.
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Assessment type / Percentage

1. 40 % Presentation (Briefing and lead discussion of assigned article)

1) Two students as a group will be assigned ONE or TWO READING ARTICLEs used
to study Buddhist phenomena (between Lecture 3 to Lecture 13, see reading list above),
and take responsibility for a 20-minute briefing with an additional 40-minute lead
discussion.

i1) For each briefing, you need to demonstrate: a) a summary of what the reading says, b)
your evaluation, and c) the idea of how to apply the reading to your own interested area
of study.

ii1) For the affiliated lead discussion, you need to prepare several questions generated from
your assigned reading. To promote the discussion in class, you need to assist students to
understand the intellectual context of your question (for example: why it is significant?
how to apply it to their own experience?) and encourage dialogue among students.

iv) After the class, submit your reading note to help you to brief and lead the discussion.

2. 40% long essay with 5,000~7,000 words (deadline for its submission is April 17, 2023). You
should read at least ten articles and list them at the end. (5,000~7,000 Not including
bibliography and footnotes)

3. 20% Lectures Attendance.

Note: Please add your email address when you submit your essay in electronic format so that I
can send it back to you with comments.

Professor/Lecturer/Instructor: | Professor

Name: Chien Huang CHEN

Office Location: Room 202, 2/F, Fung King Building. CUHK
Telephone: 39439956

Email: chchen.academic@gmail.com / chchen@cuhk.edu.hk
Teaching Venue: ELB 308

Website:

Other information: Wednesday, 7:00pm - 9:30pm

Academic honesty and plagiarism

Attention is drawn to University policy and regulations on honesty in academic work, and to the
disciplinary guidelines and procedures applicable to breaches of such policy and regulations.
Details may be found at http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/.

With each assignment, students will be required to submit a signed declaration that they are aware
of these policies, regulations, guidelines and procedures. For group projects, all students of the
same group should be asked to sign the declaration.

For assignments in the form of a computer-generated document that is principally text-based and
submitted via VeriGuide, the statement, in the form of a receipt, will be issued by the system upon
students’ uploading of the soft copy of the assignment. Assignments without the receipt will not
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be graded by teachers. Only the final version of the assignment should be submitted via
VeriGuide.

Grade Descriptor

A Outstanding performance on all learning outcomes.

A- Generally outstanding performance on all (or almost all) learning outcomes.

B Substantial performance on all learning outcomes, OR high performance on some learning

outcomes which compensates for less satisfactory performance on others, resulting in
overall substantial performance.

C Satisfactory performance on the majority of learning outcomes, possibly with a few
weaknesses.

D Barely satisfactory performance on a number of learning outcomes

F Unsatisfactory performance on a number of learning outcomes, OR failure to meet

specified assessment requirements.

Assessment Scheme

40 % Presentation (Briefing and lead discussion of assigned article)
40% Long essay with 5,000~7,000 words
20% Lectures attendance.

Feedback for Evaluation

¢+ End-of-term university course evaluation will be conducted in class.
¢+ Students’ comments and feedback on the course through e-mails or personal meeting with the
instructor are always welcomed.
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