The Chinese University of Hong Kong
Department of Cultural and Religious Studies
CURE 2142 Religion and Ethics
2023-2024 First Term

Instructor: Dr. SIK Fa Ren (faren@hku.hk)
Classroom: LSK 302

Lecture Class: Thur 11:30AM - 12:15PM
Tutorial Class: Thur 12:30PM- 14:15PM

1. Course Description

The first part of this course explores the foundation of Religious Ethics,
and three major approaches to ethical decision, i.e. Virtue Ethics,
Utilitarianism and Deontology. The second part is designed to explore the
roles of religion in different ethical issues of today such as gender, sexuality,
family, economics, work and environmental protection. Precisely, this course
aims at facilitating students to think more critically about human
responsibilities to the society and the world.

2. Learning Outcomes

After completion of the course, students are able to:

+ understand the foundations of religious ethics, and the major approaches
to ethical judgment;

+ understand different religious worldviews lead to different ethical
judgments on various social issues of the day;

+ reflect at least one social issue with their life experiences and express
their own ideas by developing perspectives from different cultural and
religious sources;

+ construct ethical and thoughtful responses to the cultural and religious
perspectives on the ethical issues of human, social and global
development;

+ apply the knowledge in the course to interpret the ethical issues in the
modern cultural context.

Course Work and Assessment Ratio
1 Tutorial : 35%
2 Term Paper : 65%

Tutorial and Presentation:

1) 5-6 students a group. Each group has 40 minutes for presentation.
2) All students must attend all tutorial sections and join the discussion.
3) *Guidelines for the coursework will be provided in due course.




Term Paper (65%)

Students are required to submit a term paper.

Essay Length: 2500-3500 words.

Papers will be graded according to its content, focus of argument, discussion, and
academic referencing style. The main objective of this reflection paper is to have
students familiarize themselves with the original source materials and the
extensive literature available on this topic.

Papers should be handed in both hard and soft copy via VeriGuide before 11.55
pm on 8 Dec (Thur), 2023. Late submission will be penalized: 10 marks will be
deduced for one day of late submission. Submission after 10 days will be given a
zero mark.

Facility for Posting Course Announcements

Related course materials are delivered via the platform “BLACKBOARD”
(http://lwww.cuhk.edu.hk/eLearning/)

Academic honesty and plagiarism
Students must submit their papers in soft copy via VeriGuide. Relevant
information on academic honesty and plagiarism can be allocated at:
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty.
When you use other writer’s ideas or findings, you are advised to represent
them in your own words. Simply copying of full sentences or parts of
sentences from the source article is not allowed.

Course Schedule (3k42+ %)

Week One (7 Sep):
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Readings:

Ring, et. al., “Ethical Action: Norms for Moral Conduct,” in Introduction to the Study
of Religion (97-113).

J.C. van der Kooij, D.J. de Ruyter and S. Miedema, “Worldview: The Meaning of
the Concept and the Impact on Religious

Education,” Religious Education 2013: 108(2), 210-228
(https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/4f96/7401d22ae7fc62cbfe562f96ff4eac357
b75.pdf)
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Readings:
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Readings:
R. Hursthouse, (1996) ‘Normative Virtue Ethics’, in Crisp (ed.) How Should
One Live.
K Gray, C Schein, “Two minds vs. two philosophies: Mind perception defines
morality and dissolves the debate between deontology and utilitarianism,”
Review of Philosophy and Psychology, 2012.
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Week Four (28 Sep): R 2% (2)—%KRBeh= x* A 22%2 DRFH
Readings:
R. Hursthouse, (1996) ‘Normative Virtue Ethics’, in Crisp (ed.) How Should
One Live.
K Gray, C Schein, “Two minds vs. two philosophies: Mind perception defines
morality and dissolves the debate between deontology and utilitarianism,”
Review of Philosophy and Psychology, 2012.

Week Five (5 Oct): % ~ 1 &
Readings
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“Comparative Philosophy: Chinese and Western,”Stanford Encyclopedia of
Philosophy (http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/comparphil-chiwes/#3 )
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Week Six (12 Oct): {4 ~ {545 4] (# F 7 g %)
Readings:
“ Religions on Sexuality and Marriage,” Comparative Religious Ethics:
Everyday Decisions for Our Everyday Lives, chapter 5.
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Week Seven (19 Oct): %A% (2 F 2 ?’zm*’ﬁ #)
Readings:
“ Religions on Sexuality and Marriage,” Comparative Religious Ethics:
Everyday Decisions for Our Everyday Lives, chapter 5.
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Week Eight (26 Oct): Mid Term: Term Paper Presentation Preparation
Tasks: Fix a particular study issue, draft the outline the study questions, list
the related references

Week Nine (2 Nov): %2 (# F % Fihg %)
Readings:
Bojana Pinter, “Religion and family planning,” The European Journal of
Contraception and Reproductive Health Care 21(6) 2016:1-10.
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eVVU90yYINO4gBZJIhLTxWd&xmlld=0005709187
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Week Ten (9 Nov): Congregation

Week Eleven (16 Nov):
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Readings:
Jose Ignacio Cabezon, “Homosexuality and Buddhism,” in Homosexuality and

World Religions, ed. Arlene Swidler, pp. 81-102.

Denise and John Carmody, “Homosexuality and Roman Catholicism,”
Homosexuality and World Religions, ed. Arlene Swidler, 135-148.

Marvin Ellison, “Homosexuality and Protestantism,” Homosexuality and World
Religions, ed. Arlene Swidler, 149-190.

Week Twelve(23 Nov): # #4228 (X872 Hw)
Readings:
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Week Thirteen (30 Nov): 3 & i5 72
Readings:

Lynn White, “The Historical Roots of Our Ecologic Crisis,” Science 155 (1967)
1203-1207.

Donald Swearer, “Buddhism and Ecology: Challenge and Promise,”
http://fore.yale.edu/religion/buddhism/

Donald K. Swearer, “Principles and Poetry, Places and Stories: The
Resources of Buddhist Ecology,” Daedalus, Vol. 130, No. 4, Religion and
Ecology: Can the Climate Change? (Fall, 2001), pp.225-241.
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g5 (http://utaipeir.lib.utaipei.edu.tw/dspace/bitstream/987654321/3720/1/1-1.pdf)
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