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Course Code: BUDS5005
Title in English: The Thoughts and History of Humanistic Buddhism
Title in Chinese: * & i R 8 &2 fr ¢

Course description:

Humanistic Buddhism has become one of the mainstreams of Buddhist tradition in modern world.
This course is to study the development of Humanistic Buddhism, including its history, thoughts,
and practices. It is divided into three closely related parts. We will first investigate the basic
doctrines of traditional Buddhism in relation to the arising of humanistic Buddhism. We then
examine the history of humanistic Buddhism in the early Republic era (1912-1949). The social,
political, religious, as well as economic background in which Humanistic Buddhism arose will be
discussed with an emphasis on the interaction between Buddhist institutions and society. The
teaching and practice of some pioneers of Humanistic Buddhism, such as Ven. Taixu will be
studied. Finally, we will explore the contemporary developments of humanistic Buddhism in
general, and Foguan Shan Buddhism in particular.
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Learning outcomes:

Knowledge Outcomes

Upon completing this module successfully, students should be able to

(1) demonstrate an in-depth understanding of the historical development, doctrines and
Humanistic Buddhism in China

(2) engage in a critical analysis of Humanistic Buddhism by the methods of the humanities
and social sciences

Skill Outcomes

Upon completing this module successfully, students should be able to

(1) develop their analytical and problem solving ability, critical intelligence and appreciative
thinking as well as key research skills and to prepare for advanced studies in religion.

(2) develop their social and interpersonal skills and ability to work collaboratively in a team.

Attitude Outcomes

Upon completing this module successfully, students should be able to

(1) recognize the contested and provisional nature of knowledge and understanding.
(2) develop tolerance of diverse positions and have respect for other’s view

3) develop sensitivity to ultimate concern and religious dimension of human life
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Recommended readings:
1. Lancaster, Lewis R. ,“The Three Treasures and
"Humanistic" Buddhism of the 20th century” , Hsi Lai
Journal of Humanistic Buddhism, vol 1, 2000,pp.123~128.
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Lo Pg~ (metddrlEdn) > (§rk%K
BALE) o AR D FHT M HURAL 2009 £ 30 0 F
404~411 -

Ij‘_’_lﬁi pod] B O R gL ) o
DR Fe i daRAE > 2009

2. HEe o (A
(§ & i gesis g> e
£ 378 5 F 412~419 -
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4. Guruge, Ananda W. P. ,“Buddhism and society
reinforcement of Humanistic Buddhism through social

involvement” Hsi Lai Journal of Humanistic Buddhism,
vol 2, 2001,pp.11~30.
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2. ’fg‘ﬁ? <‘f‘}’b‘iﬁﬁﬁf lgz}’rﬁf]}i,\,tm};(—r> )
(% A gEib ) > % @ Z R i mAk > 2009
£ 3% 5 F 412~419 -
3. AHE T (et FFERGIRA D MY LA R
Mo gE) o (2002 EREFE TR B LB
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4. Guruge, Ananda W. P. ,“Buddhism and society
reinforcement of Humanistic Buddhism through social
involvement” Hsi Lai Journal of Humanistic Buddhism,
vol 2, 2001,pp.11~30.
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Master Taixu's Thoughts on Humanistic Buddhism ()
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5. Charles B. Jones, “A Re-examination of Ven. Taixu’s
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Required reading:
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The Popularization of Humanistic Buddhism: Zhao Puchu's
Thoughts on Humanistic Buddhism(Q)

Required reading:
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The Popularization of Humanistic Buddhism: Zhao Puchu's
Thoughts on Humanistic Buddhism((®))

Required reading:
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T ¥ 148 o AR ¢ W (LFT Y AT 0 2005 & o

2. B (BZAmagEX) > (FMESR) F 22
(2004 7% ) > F 1-19 -
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Delving into the Teachings of Master Hsing Yun -- The
Track of the Development of Humanistic Bhddhism (D)
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Delving into the Teachings of Master Hsing Yun -- The
Track of the Development of Humanistic Bhddhism ()
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Required readings:
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Recommended readings:
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3. F: (4 rwfé'ﬂg;’{a% G it ) oo~ (2019 B Z < fF
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Delving into the Teachings of Master Hsing Yun -- The
Track of the Development of Humanistic Bhddhism (®)
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Required readings:
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Delving into the Teachings of Master Hsing Yun -- The
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5. mkl4a: (AR EHIDRAR AFEINFREALART
BB ) o e T s 2 R R TR (2019 AR
R — Fé&f&?’u’i’iﬁté’}) v B oz k2
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Assessment type / Percentage

(1) 30% Participate in the discussion

(1)) 40% Long essay with 5,000~7,000 words (dead line for its submission is Dec. 9, 2023). You
should read at least ten articles and list them at the end. (4,000~5,000 Not including
bibliography and footnotes)

(ii1) 30% Lectures Attendance.

Note: Please add your email address when you submit your essay in electronic format so that I
can send it back to you with comments.

Professor/Lecturer/Instructor: | Professor
Name: Chien Huang.CHEN
Venerable Miao Fan
Office Location: Room 202, 2/F, Fung King Building. CUHK
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Telephone: 39439956

Email: chchen.academic@gmail.com / chchen@cuhk.edu.hk
Teaching Venue: ELB 308

Website:

Other information: Saturday, 9:00am-16:00pm

Academic honesty and plagiarism

Attention is drawn to University policy and regulations on honesty in academic work, and to the
disciplinary guidelines and procedures applicable to breaches of such policy and regulations.
Details may be found at http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/.

With each assignment, students will be required to submit a signed declaration that they are aware
of these policies, regulations, guidelines and procedures. For group projects, all students of the
same group should be asked to sign the declaration.

For assignments in the form of a computer-generated document that is principally text-based and
submitted via VeriGuide, the statement, in the form of a receipt, will be issued by the system upon
students’ uploading of the soft copy of the assignment. Assignments without the receipt will not
be graded by teachers. Only the final version of the assignment should be submitted via
VeriGuide.

Grade Descriptor

A Outstanding performance on all learning outcomes.

A- Generally outstanding performance on all (or almost all) learning outcomes.

B Substantial performance on all learning outcomes, OR high performance on some learning

outcomes which compensates for less satisfactory performance on others, resulting in
overall substantial performance.

C Satisfactory performance on the majority of learning outcomes, possibly with a few
weaknesses.

D Barely satisfactory performance on a number of learning outcomes

F Unsatisfactory performance on a number of learning outcomes, OR failure to meet

specified assessment requirements.

Assessment Scheme

(1) 30% Participate in the discussion
(11) 40% Long essay with 5,000~7,000 words
(ii1))  30% Lectures Attendance

Feedback for Evaluation

¢+ End-of-term university course evaluation will be conducted in class.
¢+ Students’ comments and feedback on the course through e-mails or personal meeting
with the instructor are always welcomed.
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