
CURE 2226: INTRODUCTION TO ISLAM, SECOND TERM, 2022-2023 
Professor:   James FRANKEL (jamesfrankel@cuhk.edu.hk) 
Teaching Assistants: TBA  
Lecture:   Thursdays, 1:30-3:15 p.m., LSK 301 
Tutorials:    Thursdays, 3:30-4:15 p.m., (1) LSK 301; (2) LSK 112 
    
 
Course Description: 
This is an introductory, survey course that explores the development and evolution of Islamic 
faith and society from its pre-Islamic roots, to the life and career of the Prophet Muhammad 
(570-632), down to the present day. The approach of the class is multi-disciplinary: We will 
examine prominent aspects of Islamic culture from their different historical, social, and 
theological perspectives. The course is also designed to expose students to a balance of primary 
and secondary sources, thereby showing both “insider” (Muslim) and “outsider” (non-Muslim) 
perspectives on various themes.  This course has no prerequisites and assumes no prior 
knowledge of the subject. 
 
I. Learning Outcomes: 
1) Understanding the history, scriptures, doctrines, and practices of the Islamic tradition; 
2) Reading and analyzing primary source material from the Islamic tradition, including 

scriptures, legal, philosophical and mystical texts, etc.; 
3) Reading and analyzing scholarly texts in the academic study of Islam; 
4) Writing scholarly materials in genres appropriate to the field of the academic study of 

Islam, including research papers, exegetical essays, etc.; 
5) Cultivation of cultural sensitivity in the face of globalization and local multiculturalism. 
 
II. Course Content: 
Basic texts:  

Ali, Abdullah Yusuf, trans. The Qur'an Translation. Tahrike Tarsile Qur'an; 25th  
edition, 2009. (If you have another translation of the Qurʾān, you may use it, 
or an online version, instead.) 

Goldziher, Ignaz. Introduction to Islamic Theology and Law (Modern Classics in Near  
 Eastern Studies). (Paperback) Translated by Andras and Ruth Hamori. Princeton, 
NJ: Princeton University Press, 1981. 

Sachiko Murata and William C. Chittick, The Vision of Islam. St. Paul, MN: Paragon  
 House, 1994. 
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Term Schedule: 
 
1. 12/1  The Roots of Islam: Pre-Islamic Arabia (Jāhiliyya); Judeo-Christian  

connections; Neighboring civilizations. 
Readings: 
Sachiko Murata and William C. Chittick, “Preface” in The Vision of Islam (St. 
Paul, MN: Paragon House, 1994), ix-xiii. 
Peter J. Awn, “Faith and Practice” and Fazlur Rahman, “The Message and 
the Messenger,” in Islam: The Religious & Political Life of a World 
Community, ed. Marjorie Kelly (New York: Praeger, 1984), 1-3, 28-32. 
“Pre-Islamic Poetry,” Trans. by Michael Sells. 

2. 19/1  Muhammad and the Early Muslim Community    
Readings: 
“Introduction,” in The Vision of Islam, xix-xxiv. 
“Traditional Muslim Chronology of Muhammad’s Life”. 
Fazlur Rahman, “Muhammad, The Prophet of God,” in Islam: The Religious 
& Political Life of a World Community, 32-42. 
“Excerpt from Dante’s Inferno and a 17th c. French Traveler’s Account”. 

3. 26/1  LUNAR NEW YEAR (NO CLASS) 
4. 2/2  Qurʾān 
   Readings: 

“Introduction,” in The Vision of Islam, xiv-xix. 
Abdullah Yusuf Ali, The Qur'an Translation (Tahrike Tarsile Qur'an; 25th 
edition, 2009), Sūra 75-114. 
“The Message,” in Islam: The Religious & Political Life of a World 
Community, 42-54. 
“Qurʾān Index” 
FIRST TUTORIAL MEETING 

5. 9/2  Qurʾān (continued) 
   Readings: 

Abdullah Yusuf Ali, The Qur'an Translation (Tahrike Tarsile Qur'an; 25th 
edition, 2009), Sūra 1, 2, 4, 7, 9, 12, 18, and 26. 

6. 16/2  Ḥadīth and Sunna 
Readings: 
“Introduction,” and “The Koran and Sunna,” in The Vision of Islam, 
xxv-xxxix, 28-30. 
Roy P. Mottahedeh, “Qur’an and Sunna,” in Islam: The Religious & Political 
Life of a World Community, 57-59. 
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“Prophet Muhammad’s Final Sermon” 
“Selected Hadīth”. 

7. 23/2  Islām: Submission as Orthopraxy; An Umma Built on Five Pillars 
   Readings: 

“Part I: ISLAM,” in The Vision of Islam, 3-27. 
Peter J. Awn, “Philosophical Theology and the First Pillar of Islam” and 
“Islamic Praxis and the Four Remaining Pillars of Islam,” in Islam: The 
Religious & Political Life of a World Community, 3-13. 

8. 2/3  Islamic Law: Sharīʿa and Fiqh 
   Readings: 

Ignaz Goldziher, “The Development of Law,” in Introduction to Islamic 
Theology and Law, trans. Andras and Ruth Hamori (Princeton, NJ: Princeton 
University Press, 1981), 31-66. 

9. 9/3  READING WEEK (NO CLASS) 
10.  16/3 Islamic Theology: Kalām 

Readings: 
“The Growth and Development of Dogmatic Theology,” in Introduction to 
Islamic Theology and Law, 67-114. 

11.  23/3 Islamic Sectarianism: The Sunni-Shīʿa Schism 
   Readings: 

“The Sects,” in Introduction to Islamic Theology and Law, 167-229. 
Peter J. Awn, “Diversity in the Umma: Shi’ism,” in Islam: The Religious & 
Political Life of a World Community, 14-17. 
“Ta’ziya: The Martyrdom of Husayn”. 

12. 30/3  Islamic Mysticism: The Ṣūfī Tradition  
Readings: 
“Theoretical Sufism,” “Philosophy,” “The Two Poles of Understanding,” and 
“Sufism’s Vision,” in The Vision of Islam, 246-257, 262-264. 
Peter J. Awn, “Sufism,” in Islam: The Religious & Political Life of a World 
Community, 17-22. 

    “Sufi Ascetical Texts”. 
13. 6/4  Sufism: Devotional Piety and Poetry 
   Readings: 

Peter J. Awn, “Devotional Piety,” in Islam: The Religious & Political Life of 
a World Community, 22-26. 
“Sufi Poetry”. 

14. 13/4  Islamic Modernism and Revivalism 
Readings: 
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“Ch. 10 The Contemporary Situation,” in The Vision of Islam, 329-335. 
Goldschmidt, Arthur Jr., Ch. 7 “The Colonial Period,” in Islam: The 
Religious & Political Life of a World Community, 139-156.  
Voll, John O., Ch. 8: “Muslim Responses to Colonialism,” in Islam: The 
Religious & Political Life of a World Community, 157-172. 
“Modernist Islamic Texts”. 

15. 20/4  Islam and the West: “The Clash of Civilizations?”; Muslim Minorities  
and Multiculturalism 
Readings: 
Samuel P. Huntington, “The Clash of Civilizations?” and Fouad Ajami, “The 
Summoning,” in The Clash of Civilizations: The Debate, Second Edition 
(New York: Council for Foreign Relations, 2010), 1-44. 
Jane I. Smith, “Introduction,” in Muslims in the West: From Sojourners to 
Citizens (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2002), 3-16. 
Khaled Abou El Fadl, “Striking a Balance: Islamic Legal Discourse on 
Muslim Minorities,” in Muslims on the Americanization Path?, ed. Yvonne 
Haddad and John L Esposito (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000), 47-63. 
Yvonne Yazbeck Haddad and Nazir Nader Harb, “Post-9/11: Making Islam 
an American Religion,” in Religions, No. 5 (Jun., 2014), 477-501. 
Wai-Yip Ho, “Introduction: Hong Kong’s tripartite Islamic tradition,” in 
Islam and China's Hong Kong: Ethnic Identity, Muslim Networks and the 
New Silk Road (Abingdon, Oxon: Routledge, 2013), 1-24. 
 

III. Assignments and Assessments  
Grade Descriptors: 
A Outstanding performance on all learning outcomes. 
A- Generally outstanding performance on all (or almost all) learning outcomes. 
B Substantial performance on all learning outcomes, OR high performance on some learning 
outcomes which compensates for less satisfactory performance on others, resulting in overall 
substantial performance. 
C Satisfactory performance on the majority of learning outcomes, possibly with a few 
weaknesses. 
D Barely satisfactory performance on a number of learning outcomes 
F Unsatisfactory performance on a number of learning outcomes, OR failure to meet 
specified assessment requirements. 
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Grade Components: 
1. 10% Class participation 
2. 20% Quizzes 
3. 30% Group Presentation 
4. 40% Term paper (approx. 1,500-2000 words in English), due 1 May 2023 by 5 p.m. 

(see paper topics on pp. 7-8). 
  
IV. Course Requirements: 

 
Class Participation:  
The success of this course depends on the collaboration of professor, tutor and students. 
Students are also expected to participate in class discussions, with thoughtful questions and 
responses. Students are required to attend lectures and tutorials, unless they have a justifiable 
reason (medical or some other emergency) for being absent. 2 unexcused absences are 
permitted during the course. Beyond that, absences will be counted against the final grade 
(good attendance will likewise be rewarded); students who miss more than 25% of the total 
number of class meetings cannot pass the course.  
 
Tutorials: 
Tutorial sessions, led by the teaching assistants, will meet as scheduled beginning in Week 4 
of the semester (2/2). Students are expected to attend and participate in all tutorials. Part of 
the tutorial will be a review of topics and concepts covered in previous lectures. Later, 
tutorials will also include group presentations. 
 
Quizzes: 
There will be a short quiz at the end of chapters/units based on the readings/lectures, to be 
taken during tutorial sessions. The average of the scores of the quizzes will make up 20% of 
the final grade for the course. 
 
Group Presentations: 
Students will work together in groups of 4-5 people. Each group will make a 30-35-minute 
presentation on one of the videos listed below. The group should refer to topics and concepts 
discussed in lectures and tutorials in their presentations. The presentation may include 
PowerPoint, other audio-visual aids, and/or a written handout. Presentations will be assessed 
based on their clarity, content, and originality of their analysis. 

 
1. Video — Muhammad: Legacy of a Prophet, Pt. 1 (2000) 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e2qtB4ujhrE) 
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i. What was Muḥammad’s family background?  
ii. What characteristics distinguished him from most people in the society?  
iii. Who were some important people in Muḥammad’s early life? 
iv. What was Muḥammad’s occupation before the year 610? 
v. What happened at Mt. Hira that year to change his life? 

2. Video — Muhammad: Legacy of a Prophet, Pt. 2 (2000) 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e2qtB4ujhrE) 

i. Who were among the first people to accept Muḥammad’s message?  
ii. Who opposed him, and why?  

iii. Why did Muḥammad and his followers leave Mecca? 
iv. How did Muḥammad’s life change after the Hijra to Medina? 
v. How do Muslims understand the role of the Prophet Muḥammad in Islam? 

3. Video — Koran by Heart (2011) 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ptHdmw57rzM) 

i. What are some of the major themes of the Qurʾān? 
ii. What makes the Qurʾān sacred? 

iii. How does the Qurʾān compare with other sacred texts in its structure and style? 
iv. What role does the Qurʾān play in the daily lives of Muslims? 
v. How has the Qurʾān helped to create and unite the Muslim community? 

4. Video — Inside Mecca (2003) 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zH3NCYykEGI) 

i. Why is Mecca so important for Muslims? 
ii. What is the Hajj? 

iii. How does the Hajj function in the life of an individual Muslim? 
iv. What role does the Hajj in the formation of Muslim communal life? 
v. What are some changes in Mecca and the Hajj in modern times? 

5.  Video — (2004). Karbala: City of Martyrs  
 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k3bFaoLZ4e4) 

i. What are the historical, political and religious roots of Shīʿa Islam? 
ii. Who was ʿAlī? What is his role in Shīʿa history? 
iii. Who was Ḥusayn? What is the significance Karbalāʾ in his story? 
iv. What is the Shīʿa attitude toward suffering? 
v. What factors divide Sunni and Shīʿa Muslims today? 

6. Video — Rumi: Poet of the Heart (1998) 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bLIb584FLKg) 

i. What is the role of wisdom or secret knowledge in Sufism? 
ii. How does exoteric Islam differ from the esoteric teachings of mysticism? 

iii. What is the Sufi view of the nature of God? 
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iv. What is the role of poetry in Sufism? 
v. Why are poets like Rumi still so popular, even outside the Muslim world? 

7. Video — Secrets of the Koran (2006) 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lgf6Pimu_Hg) 

i. What are some challenges associated with interpreting the Qurʾān? 
ii. In what ways do Muslims believe the message of the Qurʾān is related to 

Judaism and Christianity? 
iii. In what ways is it different? 
iv. What is the original meaning of “jihād”?  
v. How has it come to be understood by Muslims and non-Muslims? 

 
Paper Guidelines: 
All papers are to be based on the readings, videos and classroom lectures and discussions, 
with all sources cited appropriately (using either footnotes or MLA parenthetical citation, with 
a Works Cited page). Each paper to be approximately 1,500-2,000 words in English, typed 
and double-spaced. Grammar, punctuation, style, and content will be factored in the grading 
of the essay, so be sure to proofread before submitting the paper. Papers should be sent by 
e-mail, attached as a MS Word Doc (Times New Roman, 12 pt. font) with your name on the 
file. E-mail to Prof. FRANKEL and your tutor, along with the VeriGuide receipt. The paper 
must be submitted by 1 May 2023, 5:00 p.m. Unless a deadline extension is granted with 
prior permission from the professor, late submissions will be penalized one mark for each day 
the paper is late. 
 
Final Paper Topics (choose one): 
1. Discuss ways in which Islam represented a continuation of and/or departure from the 

customs, beliefs and practices of the pre-Islamic culture. In your essay, you may choose to 
focus on a single concept (e.g., the individual’s relationship to God, the role of women, 
warfare, etc.), or you may survey several areas in which continuity and/or change are 
apparent. 

2. Choose one of the questions below. The Qur’ān should be used as the main source text for 
your analysis. Analyze the different sides of the question reflected in the Qur’ān. Your 
essay should have a central thesis that you argue in a coherent fashion. Do not simply 
outline the Quranic material dealing with one of the topics below. Beware not to 
overwhelm the essay with quotations from the text at the expense of analyzing the 
passages you cite. 

i. What is the Quranic understanding of freedom and predestination? How does this 
debate help elucidate the nature of the relationship of humans to God? 
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ii. All religions have the potential to promote peace or violence. In what contexts does 
the Qur’ān sanction violence? In what contexts does it condemn it? What are the 
moral issues this discussion? 

3. Islam stresses the individual’s relationship with God as well as the centrality of the 
community, the Islamic Umma. How are the dual emphases on individualism and 
community reflected in Islamic practice? Framing your discussion by examining how the 
Five Pillars of Islam manifest individual and/or communal concerns, what conclusions do 
you reach about the relative importance of individuality and community in Islam? 

4. Redemptive suffering is a theme found in many religious traditions. What is it? Analyze the 
pertinent Shīʿa texts dealing with redemptive suffering, exploring the ways in which this 
concept supports key religious and political ideas. 

5. Sufism has inspired extraordinary poetry and other forms of artistic expression. Sufi poetry 
has had an impact far beyond the limits of the Muslim community. Choose a central theme, 
or themes, in two or more Sufi poems that express key aspects of the spiritual goals of 
Sufism. How do these reinforce and/or depart from the core teachings of Islam? 

6. The conflict between tradition and modernity has had an impact on all major religious 
traditions of the world. Analyze some ways Islamic societies have responded to the crisis, 
focusing primarily on one of the following areas: 

i. Islam and the secular nation state 
ii. Islam and cultural pluralism 

iii. Islam and contemporary social and moral values 
 
Academic Honesty: 
The Chinese University of Hong Kong places very high importance on honesty in academic 
work submitted by students and adopts a policy of zero tolerance on cheating and plagiarism. 
Any related offence will lead to disciplinary action including termination of studies at the 
University. All student assignments must be submitted to VeriGuide 
(https://veriguide2.cse.cuhk.edu.hk/cuhk/). The system will issue a receipt, which should be 
signed and submitted to the professor together with the assignment. 
 
Instructor’s Contact Information: 
Professor Frankel’s office is located at KKB 228. Appointments are welcome and should be 
made via email at: jamesfrankel@cuhk.edu.hk 
 


