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CULS 5313A 
Cultural Development and Policy 

Semester 1 2022/2023 
 
Lecturer: Dr. Peichi Chung 
Email: peichichung@cuhk.edu.hk 
Office: LKK 319 

Date: Thursdays 6:45 PM - 9:30PM 
Venue: CKB UG 04 
Email: peichichung@cuhk.edu.hk 

 
 
Course Description: 

 
This course introduces the nature, function and limit of cultural policy to drive cultural 
development. It examines the relationship between the making of cultural policy and the 
infrastructure that shapes culture through institution. The course reviews debates on cultural 
continuity and sustainability through policy in the intersecting areas of art, culture, economy and 
digital technology. This course evaluates circumstances of cultural policy making in global, 
regional and national settings. The course firstly reviews history of cultural policy studies with 
emphasis on the conceptualization of culture that brings social change in the past and present. It 
also investigates representative legal and policy cases to explore areas in need of cultural 
governance for the future. Topics of discussion in the class include (1) theoretical debate on art, 
culture, politics and economy in cultural policy studies; (2) national, regional and global cultural 
governance in the era of post-globalization; (3) soft power and cultural diplomacy; (4) cultural 
trade and cultural ecology; (5) data governance and digital entertainment industry; (6) creative 
cluster and cultural labor; (7) cultural heritage, preservation and censorship control and (8) 
diversity of expression and alternative civic engagement for community action. 

 
Learning Outcomes: 

• In terms of knowledge acquisition, students are expected to understand how policies on 
culture are shaped and how their impacts on the development of society are structured in 
terms of today’s regional, national and global orders. Students are also expected to know the 
roles of cultural policies in the shaping of cultural practices, expressions and ideology; their 
relations to production and enterprising and hence their role in the shaping of our identity, 
taste and value as well as economy and political thought. 

 
• In terms of values and skills, students are expected to develop critical ability to evaluate 

the diversity of cultural policies worldwide, to learn about the cultural environment that 
formulate policy models and to create a balance view on how cultural policy responds to 
local and international issues in the cultural field. 

 
 

• The course expects students to acquire knowledge to form the ability to appreciate and 
evaluate the importance of the inter-disciplinary nature of cultural policy studies for the 
better learning of cultural policy planning in the transition period of Hong Kong to achieve 
sustainable cultural development. 
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Course Assessment: 
 
Class attendance and individual participation  25% 
In class group report and lead discussion  10% 
Weekly policy case exercise    15% 
Final paper proposal     10% 
Final paper presentation     10% 
Final paper       30% 
 

                          
Tentative Course syllabus  

 
(To be finalized in the first week of the semester) 

 
Theme I: Theoretical Framework to the Study of Cultural Policy  
 
Week 1: Introduction (09/08/2022) 
 
Using local and recent incidents as example, this section gives an introduction to the 
various issues relating to the definitions and making of cultural policy studies. It will also 
discuss the impacts of cultural policy on cultural development and its relationship with the 
newly changing social and political infrastructure. 
 

 Wang, Juan (2017). “Theoretical Rethinking Cultural Policy Studies: 
Governmentality, Politics and Public Spheres”. Sociologija I Postor 208(2): 
209-221. Online article available at <https://hrcak.srce.hr/file/271766> 

 Tatler Hong Kong (2021). 13 Experts Weigh In on the Future of Arts and Culture 
after the Pandemic. Online article available at < https://www.tatlerasia.com/the-
scene/people-parties/hk-arts-culture-development-post-pandemic>  

 Supplementary Reading: Proposed Culture, Sports and Tourism Bureau: 
<https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/202201/26/P2022012600270.htm >  

 

Week 2: Situating the Debates-1: Culture and Economy (09/15/2022) 
 
This section gives definition to concepts such as ‘arts’ and ‘culture’ within the context of 
policy making. It also investigates how political, social and economic powers affect the 
outcome of cultural production, both in terms of the formal artistic languages and the modes 
of production and mediation. 
 

 Hesmondhalgh, D. & Pratt, D. (2005). “Cultural Industries and Cultural Policy”. 
International Journal of Cultural Policy 11(1): 1-13. 

 Searle, Nicola C. (2017) “Cultural Economics, Innovation and Intellectual Property.” 
In Durrer, V., Miller, T. & O’Brien, D. (Eds.) The Routledge Handbook of Global 
Cultural Policy. Online document available at 

               <https://www.routledgehandbooks.com/doi/10.4324/9781315718408.ch3> 
 

Week 3: Situating the Debates-2: Culture and Power (09/22/2022) 
 
This section looks at the definition of cultural policy from the competitive framework of 
economics and national development. The section investigates the meaning of soft power. It 
also evaluates the economic implication of cultural policy to artist, consumer, society and 
nation. 
 

   Nye, J. (2021). “Soft Power: The Evolution of a Concept”. Journal of Political Power 

https://hrcak.srce.hr/file/271766
https://www.tatlerasia.com/the-scene/people-parties/hk-arts-culture-development-post-pandemic
https://www.tatlerasia.com/the-scene/people-parties/hk-arts-culture-development-post-pandemic
https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/202201/26/P2022012600270.htm
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<https://www.softpowerclub.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Nye-Soft-power-the-e 
volution-of-a-concept-1.pdf> 
 Kanji, Laura (2016). “Illustrations and Influences: Soft Diplomacy and Nation 

Branding through Popular Culture.” Harvard International Review April 18. 
 Supplementary Reading: “Hong Kong to Project Soft Power”. Online document 

available at <https://www.chinadailyhk.com/article/255238 > 
 
 

Week 4: Situating the Debates-3: Culture and Technology (09/29/2022) 
 
This section looks at the definition of cultural policy from the emerging framework of 
digital cultural policy. The section investigates the increasing social change facilitated by 
digital technology. It examines the implication of digital cultural governance in the urban 
setting and the potential impact to artist, consumer and citizen upon the arrival of data 
society. 
 
 Postigo, H. (2012). “The National Information Infrastructure and the Policymaking 

Process,” In The Digital Rights Movement: The Role of Technology in Subverting 
Digital Copyright. Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press.  

  Hunt, R. & McKelvey, F. (2019). “Algorithmic Regulation in Media and Cultural Policy: A 
Framework to Evaluate Barriers to Accountability.” Journal of Information Policy 9(1): 307-
335. 

    Supplementary Reading: “A Beginner’s Guide to Esports x Q&A with Hong Kong’s 
Esports Player” from Talent.gov.hk.Online document available at < 
https://www.talent.gov.hk/onlineMagazineDetail/100?lang=en_US>  

 
Theme II: Cultural Policy in the Global Setting  
 
Week 5: (Post-) Globalization (10/06/2022) 
 
In the 21st Century, cultural industry is recognized as an important economic and social 
force. Largescale cultural projects are implemented all over the world to promote cultural 
tourism and creative industries. This section takes a critical look to review this global 
trend and reviews its cultural and social impacts as the world enters into the stage of 
post-globalization in recent years. 

 
 Durrer, V., Miller, T. & O’Brien, D. (2017). “Toward Global Cultural Policy Studies,” 

In Victoria Durrer, Toby Miller and Dave O’Brien (Eds). The Routledge Handbook of 
Global Cultural Policy. Pp 1-16. Routledge: London. 

 Murdock, G. & Choi, E.K. (2017). “No Exceptions: Cultural Policy in the Era of Free 
Trade Agreement,” In Victoria Durrer, Toby Miller and Dave O’Brien (Eds). The 
Routledge Handbook of Global Cultural Policy. Pp 102-101. Routledge: London 
 

Read the Case Study Web Site: 

      UNESCO <www.unesco.org/new/en/culture> 
 

Week 6: National Cultural Policy (10/13/2022) 
 
This section reviews cases of cultural policy that are developed based upon international 
creative industry models. It traces how various modes of governance were introduced and 
studies the political expectations and social values that drive these policies in film industry. 

 
     Bell, D. & Oakley, K. (2014). “Chapter 5: National Cultural Policy,” In Cultural 

https://www.softpowerclub.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Nye-Soft-power-the-evolution-of-a-concept-1.pdf
https://www.softpowerclub.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Nye-Soft-power-the-evolution-of-a-concept-1.pdf
https://www.chinadailyhk.com/article/255238
https://www.talent.gov.hk/onlineMagazineDetail/100?lang=en_US
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture


4  

Policy. London: Routledge. 
     Hill, John. (2016). “Living with Hollywood: British Film Policy and the Definition of 

‘Nationality’”. International Journal of Cultural Policy 22(5): 706-723. 
 
Read the Case Study Web Site: 

 Department of Culture, Media and Sport, UK <http://www.culture.gov.uk> 
 
Final paper proposal due. Online submission to blackboard by 11:59 PM on Oct 13, 
2022. 

 
Week 7: Regional Development in Cultural Policy (10/20/2022) 

 
This section will review national responses to globalization with government formulating 
regional cultural polices. The topics will focus on the multiple layers of hegemony when  a 
regional policy is formed. The section will also compare the difference between EU model 
and Asian model in policy-making. A comparison of these models to Hong Kong based 
upon recent development of cultural industries in Korea and Taiwan will also be evaluated 
as comparative reference for our discussion. 

 
  Hesmondalgh, D., Oakley, K., Lee, D. & Nisbett, M. (2015). “Cultural Policy and 

the Regions,” In Culture, Economy and Politics: The Case of New Labour. Pp. 
123-142. New York: Palgrave Macmillan. 

 Lee, Hye-Kyung, Chau, Karin Ling-Fung & Terui, Takao (2021). “The Covid-19 
Crisis and ‘Critical Juncture’ in Cultural Policy: A Comparative Analysis of Cultural 
Policy Responses in South Korea, Japan and China.” International Journal of 
Cultural Policy. Pp.1-21. Online article available at 
<https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10286632.2021.1938561> 

 

Read the Case Study Web Sites: 

      Ministry of Sports, Culture and Tourism of Korea:< http://www.mcst.go.kr/english/> 

 

Theme III: Issues and Concerned Developments: POSIIONING HONG KONG 
 

Week 8: Cultural Policy in Hong Kong (10/27/2022) 
 
This section informs students of the infrastructure for cultural development in Hong 
Kong, examines the history and development of the art and culture within the 
governmental structure and traces the various stages in developing an official cultural 
policy for Hong Kong. 
 
 Ho, Louise (2017). “From ‘No Cultural Policy’ to ‘Centralised Market Orientation’: 

The Political Economy of Hong Kong Cultural Policy (1997–2015).” Journal of 
Global Media and China 2(1): 57-73. 

 Fung, A. & Pun, B. (2021). “The transforming Hong Kong Polarized Cultural 
Identities: The Cultural Dynamics and Relocation of Hong Kong Cultural 
Production.” In Social Identities: Journal for the Study of Race, Nation and Culture 
27(3): 292-306. 

 (Supplementary Reading)香港藝術發展局 (2000).  香港文化藝術政策回顧 -  香港
藝術發展局 

 

http://www.culture.gov.uk/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10286632.2021.1938561
http://www.mcst.go.kr/english/
https://www.hkadc.org.hk/research/%E9%A6%99%E6%B8%AF%E6%96%87%E5%8C%96%E8%97%9D%E8%A1%93%E6%94%BF%E7%AD%96%E5%9B%9E%E9%A1%A7-1950-1997_1099
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Read the Case Study Web Sites: 
 

 Hong Kong Art Development Council < https://www.hkadc.org.hk/en > 
 Leisure and Cultural Services Department <https://www.lcsd.gov.hk/en/index.html>  

 

Week 9: Creative Clusters and Cultural Hubs (11/03/2022) 
 
Focusing on the continuous policy development of West Kowloon Cultural District and 
Greater Bay Area, this section will review the original proposal and the recent development 
of these mega projects. With the intention to engage in a critical review of the governance 
mode of thinking, we examine strategies in actualizing effects on cultural cluster and 
creative hub in order to maintain the vibrant cultural scene of Hong Kong. 

 
  Ku, A. & Tsui, H (2008). “The Global City as a Cultural Project: The Case of the 
West Kowloon Cultural District.” In H. Siu & A. Ku (Eds). Hong Kong Mobile: 
Making a Global Population. Pp. 343-365. Hong Kong: HKU Press. 

 Karvelyte, Kristina (2017). “From Arts Desert to Global Cultural Metropolis: The 
(Re)branding of Shanghai and Hong Kong.” In Victoria Durrer, Toby Miller and Dave 
O’Brien (Eds). The Routledge Handbook of Global Cultural Policy. Pp 247-280. 
Routledge: London.  
 

Read the Case Study Web Sites: 
 

 West Kowloon Cultural District: https://www.westkowloon.hk/en/ 
 Greater Bay Area: https://www.bayarea.gov.hk/en/opportunities/cultural.html 

 

Week 10: Diversity of Cultural Expression: Heritage, Censorship and Control 
(11/10/2022) 
 
This section will review the existing policies on the preservation of cultural heritages, its 
failure and possible solutions. It will also examine the relationship between the governing 
power and the freedom of artistic expression. Historic as well as contemporary examples 
will be studied, with a special focus on various forms of censorship and control of film 
policy in contemporary society. 
 

     Meyer-Clement, E. (2017). “The Evolution of Chinese Film Policy: How to Adapt an 
Instrument for Hegemonic Rule to Commercialization,” International Journal of 
Cultural Policy 23(4): 415-432. 

     Yeh, Y.Y. & Chao, S. (2018). “Policy and Creative Strategies: Hong Kong CEPA 
Films in the China Market,” International Journal of Cultural Policy. 24(2): 1-18. 

 
Read the Case Study Web Sites 

 Hong Kong Film Development Council < https://www.fdc.gov.hk/ > 
 Cyberport Hong Kong: <https://cyberport.hk/en> 

Week 11: Invited Guest Talk and Workshop (11/17/2022) 

 Guest speaker: Dr. Leung Po San Anthony.  
 Topic: Cultural Landscape DIY Workshop and Cases Presentation 

Week 12: Alternative Space and Community Action (11/24/2022) 
 
This section reviews different types of alternative cultural institutions and groups that have 
been formed as supporting satellite network in Hong Kong’s collective cultural 

https://www.hkadc.org.hk/en
https://www.lcsd.gov.hk/en/index.html
https://www.westkowloon.hk/en/
https://www.bayarea.gov.hk/en/opportunities/cultural.html
https://www.fdc.gov.hk/
https://cyberport.hk/en
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governance. This section will investigate the potential and limitation of alternative spaces. 
It will also study the concept of design activism that allows community groups and artists 
to participate in the battles for a more nurturing cultural environment for sustainable 
development and innovation. 
 

 Chan, Y. & Lee, V. (2017). “Postcolonial Cultural Governance: A Study of Heritage 
Management in post-1997 Hong Kong,” International Journal of Heritage Studies 27(3): 
275-287. 

 Lau, L. K. & Chow, P. Y. (2019). “The Right to Landscape: Social Sustainability 
and the Conservation of the State Theatre, Hong Kong.” Sustainability 11, 4033: 1-
16. 
 

Read the Case Study Web Sites:  
 
 Videotage: < https://www.videotage.org.hk/web/ > 

 
Week 13: Student Presentations and Class Review (12/01/2022) 
 
Final Paper Due. Electronic Submission to Blackboard by 11:59 PM on December 1, 2022. 
 
  

https://www.videotage.org.hk/web/
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Honesty in Academic Work: A Guide for Students and Teachers: 
 
The Chinese University of Hong Kong places very high importance on honesty in academic 
work submitted by students, and adopts a policy of zero tolerance on cheating and 
plagiarism. Any related offence will lead to disciplinary action including termination of 
studies at the University. Students must submit their assignments via VeriGuide: 
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/veriguide. 
 
Although cases of cheating or plagiarism are rare at the University, everyone should  make 
himself/herself familiar with the content of this website and thereby help avoid any practice 
that would not be acceptable. 
 

Section 1 What is 
plagiarism   [ http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p01.htm ] 

Section 2 Proper use of source 
material  [http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p02.htm] 

Section 3 Citation 
styles   [ http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p03.htm] 

Section 4 Plagiarism and copyright 
violation [ http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p04.htm] 

Section 5 CUHK regulations on honesty in academic 
work   [ http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p05.htm] 

Section 6 CUHK disciplinary guidelines and 
procedures   [ http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p06.htm] 

Section 7 Guide for teachers and 
departments   [ http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p07.htm] 

Section 8 Recommended material to be included in course 
outlines   [ http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p08.htm] 

Section 9 Recommended declaration to be included in every assignment handed 
in   [  http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p09.htm] 

Section 10 Electronic submission of term 
papers   [ http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p10.htm] 

 

http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/veriguide
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p01.htm
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p01.htm
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p01.htm
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p02.htm
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p02.htm
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p02.htm
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p02.htm
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p03.htm
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p03.htm
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p03.htm
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p04.htm
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p04.htm
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p04.htm
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p05.htm
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p05.htm
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p05.htm
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p06.htm
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p06.htm
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p06.htm
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p07.htm
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p07.htm
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p07.htm
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p08.htm
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p08.htm
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p08.htm
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p09.htm
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