
Course Outline of BUDS5011 Basic Sanskrit (2022-23 Term 1)  
Monday 5th September to Saturday 3rd of December 

(Effective classes from 9th September to 2nd December) 
 
Course Teacher: Professor Vijay Kumar SINGH 
Day: Week 1-13, (13 lessons), Friday 
Time: HKT 7:00PM to 9:30PM   IST 4:30PM to 7:00PM 
Venue: CKB_UG04  
Language: English 

 
1. Course Code  

BUDS5011 

 
 

2. Course Title (in English)  
Basic Sanskrit 

 
 

3. Course title in Chinese 

 
 

4. Course Description (both English and Chinese) 
Course description:  
The basic Sanskrit course is designed to understand the fundamental understanding of Vedic literature with 
its historical, philosophical, literary, and religious background and its correlation with the 
Vedic/Hindu/Sanātan civilization. This is an introductory course designed for those with no previous 
knowledge of the language of Sanskrit. The purpose of the course is to equip students with a basic 
understanding of Sanskrit so that they could read the Sanskrit primary source with a dictionary. It also enables 
them to understand Buddhist Sūtras compiled in Sanskrit. The literary aspect of Sanskrit, diction, 
pronunciations, and usage will be taken care off. The alphabets with consonants and vowel, some root letters 
and their declension, words, sentences will be taught. Verbs and their forms in present tense. Names of days, 
fruits, and vegetables. Noun, Pronoun, and other parts of speeches. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 

5. Learning Outcomes 
Knowledge and attitude outcomes 
At the end of the course, a student should be able to demonstrate: 
1. Knowledge and understanding of Basic Sanskrit literature and the concept therein. 
2. Knowledge and understanding of Indian Culture with its historical, diverse religious and philosophical 
development based on Sanskrit literature. 
3. Knowledge and understanding of the basic Indian Philosophical traditions and teachings available in 
Sanskrit. 
4. The ability to understand simple narrative texts in written on Indian traditional concepts. 
5. The capability and awareness of utilizing the Sanskrit words, phrases, and sentences with a bit knowledge 
of ideas interwoven in them in academic expressions. 
6. the capability and awareness of utilizing a classical language in Buddhist studies. 

 

梵文入門 



 
6. Course Syllabus 

Lesson Topic Contents/ fundamental concepts 
 
Week 1 

Course Introduction Why Sanskrit? Meaning and concept of Sanskrit, 
Sanskrit as a medium to understand the Indian Culture 
and Vedic Literature, Introduction to Sanskrit 
consonants and vowels, what is a syllable or Akshara, 
difference in Vedic and classical Sanskrit, Devanagari 
as a carrier of Indian thought and languages, Base of 
Hindi and other languages 

 
Week 2 

Introduction to Sanskrit 
Studies 
Devanagari alphabets, 
pronunciation (1) 

Devanagari or Nāgari Alphabets, Vowels and 
Consonants, sound of vowels and consonants, The first 
sound Om, Oral tradition in Indian knowledge system 
base, Sanskrit along with Prakrit and Pali in Indian 
knowledge base, 

 
 
Week 3 
 

Devanagari alphabets, 
pronunciation (2) 

Classical Sanskrit, Consonants, Vowels, why 
pronunciations is important, diction and its scientific 
reasons 

Devanagari alphabets, 
pronunciation (3) 
Analysis of Sandhi: Vowel 
sandhi (1) 

Complex letters in Sanskrit, Examples of Svara Sandhi, 
How the words conjugate and change the meaning. 
Example of making new words 

 
Week 4 
 

Analysis of Sandhi: Vowel 
sandhi (2) 
Consonant sandhi (1) 
1st in-class quiz 

Quiz 
Questions will be framed both in MCQ and Descriptive 
Types 

 
Week 5 

Consonant sandhi & Visarga 
sandhi (2) 

The rules for consonants to be united with consonants 
and with vowels, Vyanjana Sandhi example of sandhi 
with visarga,  

 
 
 
Week 6 
 

Gender, Number, Person (1) There are more numbers and genders than we know in 
English 

Gender, Number, Person (2)  
Nominal declensions: Nouns 
& Adjectives (1) 
 

Visarga Sandhi, Śabda Rupa, Dhatu Rupa, the 
declension of verbs from their root word to different 
tense and numbers 
Verb and Tense, Some Simple Sanskrit sentences 
 
 

 
Week 7 
 

Nominal declensions: Nouns 
& Adjectives (2)  
2nd in-class quiz   

Quiz 
Both Objective and Subjective questions will be framed 
based on syllabus covered so far 

 
Week 8 
 

Simple sentence formation 
in Sanskrit (Tutorial)(1) 

The Mantra of Saraswati, The goddess of knowledge 
and wisdom, in Sanskrit with its meaning in English 

Simple sentence formation 
in Sanskrit (Tutorial) (2) 

Some expressions from Shrimadā Bhagavad-Gita 

 
 
Week 9 
  

Vedic Literature and Indian 
Schools of thought 

Representative books of Indian schools of thoughts, Six 
Theist religious concepts (Saḍdarśan), Buddhist, Jain 
and Chārvāk philosophies 

Revision 
 

Vedic Literature, Buddhist Literature, world, suffering 
and ways of removal of suffering and attainment of 
happiness 
 

 
Week 10 
 

Understanding Buddhism 
through Sanskrit 
Oral Presentation 

Oral Presentation of Saraswati mantra 
Students must write recite Saraswati Stuti mantra 



 
Week 11 
 

Verses from Shrimad 
Bhagavad-Gita 

To understand the desireless or selfless action without 
considering the result (Nishkāma Karma) 

 
Week 12 
 

Sanskrit as Linguistic, 
literary, and cultural legacy 

Recitation of Saraswati Prayer with simple homework 
given. 

 
Week 13 
 

Two passages for translation 
exercise.  
Final in class quiz 

Framing of Simple Sanskrit sentences and Translation 
thereof. 

Quiz 
 
 

7. Course components: 
Lecture, interactive tutorial, web-enhanced teaching, and instructor contact hours, Sanskrit Mantra Recitation 
 

 
 

8. Assessment Scheme 
Tasks  Weight 
Class attendance  10% 
Class participation 10% 
Presentation 20% 
Three in-class quizzes 60% 

 
 

9. Required and recommended Readings 
Required Readings: 
1. Srimad Bhagavad-Gita 
2. Apte, Vaman Shivram. The Practical Sanskrit-English Dictionary. Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass, 2004 
3. Macdonell, Arthur A. A Sanskrit Grammar for Students. Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass, 2003. 
4. Williams, M. Monier. A Sanskrit-English Dictionary. Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass, 2002.  
 
Recommended Readings: 
1. SrimadBhāgwadGita 
2. The dialectical method of Nagarjuna or Vigrahavyāvartani 

 
 

10. Feedback for Evaluation 
 End-of-term university course evaluation will be conducted in class.   
 Students’ comments and feedback on the course through e-mails or personal meetings with the instructor 

are always welcome.  
 
 

11. Course Schedule 
Schedule including class, date, topic and requirements,  important dates for students dates of assessment, 
test, presentation and in class quizzes 

Class/ week  Date Topic Requirements 

Week One 09-09-2022 Introduction to Sanskrit language  

Week Two 16-09-2022 The Sound, Consonants and Vowel Student will be given in class 
training through demonstration 
of the sound of Vowel and 
consonants etc. And they have 
to memorise it. 

Week Three 23-09-2022 Pronunciation, diction and importance  

Week Four 30-09-2022 First in class Quiz Student should prepare 
themselves to answer both 
MCQ and descriptive typed 



question for in class quiz under 
invigilation of the teacher. It 
will be of 40 marks each for 
MCQ and Subjective both. 

Week Five 07-10-2022 Compound of Vowels and consonants  

Week Six 14-10-2022 Gender, Compounding of Visarga, 
Remaining of Shabda Rupa and Dhatu 
Rupa 

 

Week Seven 21-10-2022 Second in class Quiz Student should prepare 
themselves to answer both 
MCQ and descriptive typed 
question for in class quiz under 
invigilation of the teacher. It 
will be of 40 marks each for 
MCQ and Subjective both. 

Week Eight 28-10-2022 Saraswati Vandanā It may be learn before class 
from YouTube link is given 

Week Nine 04-11-2022 Various schools of Thought in Ancient 
India and Buddhism 

To Study Indian Culture and 
Sanskrit, various schools of 
thought are the best way to 
start with  

Week Ten 11-11-2022 Saraswati Vandanā Recitation as oral 
presentation 

Student should memorise the 
Saraswati Vandana and it will 
be treated as oral test equal to 
the marks to in class quiz. 

Week Eleven 18-11-2022 Bhagavad-Gita and Niṣkāma Karma  

Week Twelve 25-11-2022 Saraswati Vandana Recitation Student should come prepared 
to recite the Saraswati 
Vandana. 

Week Thirteen 02-12-2022 Final Quiz Student should prepare 
themselves to answer both 
MCQ and descriptive typed 
question for in class quiz under 
invigilation of the teacher. It 
will be of 40 marks each for 
MCQ and Subjective both. 

 
 

12. Contact Details for teacher 
Professor/Lecturer/Instructor:  

Name: Professor Vijay Kumar Singh 

Email: singhvijaykumar@gmail.com 

Teaching Venue: HYS_G04 
 
 
 
 
 



13. Details of course website 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DySzqHwNCxU 
https://www.learnsanskrit.org/guide/  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a4rz9NbMq0M  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-wTDvmElnlM  

 
 

14. Academic honesty and plagiarism 
Attention is drawn to university policy and regulations on honesty in academic work, and to the disciplinary 
guidelines and procedures applicable to breaches of such policy and regulations. Details may be found at 
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/  
 
With each assignment, students will be required to submit a signed declaration that they are aware of these 
policies, regulations, guidelines, and procedures. For group projects, all students of the same group should be 
asked to sign the declaration. 

 
 

15. Grade Descriptor 
A 

 A- 
B 
 
 

C 
D 
F 

Outstanding performance on all learning outcomes.  
Generally outstanding performance on all (or almost all) learning outcomes.  
Substantial performance on all learning outcomes, OR high performance on some learning outcomes 
which compensates for less satisfactory performance on others, resulting in overall substantial 
performance. 
Satisfactory performance on the majority of learning outcomes, possibly with a few weaknesses. 
Barely satisfactory performance on a number of learning outcomes 
Unsatisfactory performance on a number of learning outcomes, OR failure to meet specified 
assessment requirements. 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DySzqHwNCxU
https://www.learnsanskrit.org/guide/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a4rz9NbMq0M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-wTDvmElnlM
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/

