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2001 New Year Message
from
The Leaders of Six Religions in Hong Kong

The leaders of Six Religions in Hong Kong devoutly pray at the beginning of the New
Year for the people and the Government of Hong Kong, to implore the blessings of good
health, happiness, stability, economic revival, liberty and equality for everyone.

The leaders of Six Religions also take this opportunity to pledge once again their
commitment to work in unison with all sectors in Hong Kong to attain the common objective
to build Hong Kong into a city animated with love and beauty, particularly in the following
directions :- '

1. To promote the spirit of mutuality and voluntary work in response to the UN2001 “Year
of Volunteers”, especially in our schools, to nurture a sense of commitment and
dedication in our students, the future pillars of society;

2. To promote the virtues of benevolence and love which are the tenets of Chinese
civilization and to urge the Government to bring about reforms in school education
which would reinforce these cultural values; to advocate for sufficient provisions for
meeting the basic needs of the elderly and new-arrival children in Hong Kong to
actualize the time-honoured commitment to care for the young and the old;

3. To advocate for a holistic school education for students with adequate cmphasis on
instilling a quest for truth, wisdom and discernment while equipping them for the
scientific, technical and economic progress of the times, to prepare them for leading a
more balanced and genuinely fulfilled life to their own benefit and that of society;

4. To urge the media to contribute to the hope of building Hong Kong into a peaceful,
harmonious and vibrant community by avoiding unhealthy exaggeration in reporting so
as to minimise the destructive impact such exaggeration has on the younger generation;

5. To appeal to the governing bodies to put the needs of the people of Hong Kong above all
political ambitions, and to foster world peace and happiness.

The leaders of Six Religions in Hong Kong are unequivocably committed to champion
universal love and mercy, and will continue to strive to maintain dialogue in a spirit of
respect, equality and harmony. They humbly offer thanks for the blessing of another New
Year and sincerely join the people and Government of Hong Kong in pursuing the common
goal to develop Hong Kong into a loving and caring society.
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